
• Telephone survey

• Conducted by McKinley Research Group (formerly 
McDowell Group) in January 2021

• 403 randomly selected households

• Margin of error: ±4.8%. 

• Data weighted by age to reflect Census (older 
people more likely to participate in survey)

• Other demographic characteristics closely matched 
Census data (gender, ethnicity, income)

METHODOLOGY



INTEREST IN NEW HOUSING

Currently looking
18%

Expect to look in next 
five yars

17%

Not interested/
Don’t know

65%



TOP REASONS FOR LOOKING FOR NEW HOUSING

28%

21%

13%

13%

11%

10%

Want to own

Need more space

Growing family

Cost/need cheaper housing

Building quality

Family/roommate issues

Base: Looking/plan to look for new housing



INTEREST IN HOUSING BY TYPE
Base: Looking/plan to look for new housing

57%

16%

11%

11%

7%

6%

2%

29%

38%

30%

18%

14%

10%

13%

12%

35%

45%

55%

63%

65%

69%

Stand-alone single family
house

Attached home

A home on a half-size lot

Tiny home

Condominium

Apartment

Mobile home or trailer

Very Interested Somewhat Interested Not Interested



LIKELIHOOD OF RENTING VS. BUYING

Base: Looking/plan to look 
for new housing

74%

24%

Buy

Rent

INTEREST IN 
LIVING IN 
BOROUGH AREAS 44%

34%

19%

5%

30%

26%

34%

17%

25%

39%

48%

76%

North Tongass

Within the Ketchikan city
limits

South Tongass

Pennock or Gravina

Very Interested Somewhat Interested Not Interested

Base: Looking/plan to look 
for new housing



MONTHLY RENT/MORTGAGE AS % OF INCOME
Base: Reported rent/income payment

Exceeds 30%
23%

Exceeds 50%
8%

Does not 
exceed 30%

56%

Don’t know/ 
declined

13%



RATING KETCHIKAN HOUSING

51%

49%

42%

36%

26%

20%

33%

35%

39%

47%

62%

69%

Quality of homes for purchase

Availability of homes for purchase

Quality of rental housing

Availability of rental housing

Affordability of homes for purchase

Affordability of rental housing

Good + Very Good Poor + Very Poor



BARRIERS TO HOUSING DEVELOPMENT

74%

65%

52%

42%

13%

11%

15%

18%

30%

34%

31%

31%

3%

6%

7%

11%

26%

34%

Freight costs for construction materials

Construction costs

Cost of land

Cost of infrastructure

Restrictive zoning

Building codes

Major Barrier Minor Barrier Not a Barrier



SUPPORT/OPPOSITION TO THE BOROUGH TAKING 
STEPS TO ADDRESS HOUSING

Very supportive
31%

Supportive
43%

Opposed
11%

Very opposed
3%

Don’t know
11%



SUPPORT/OPPOSITION TO BOROUGH INITIATIVES

89%

84%

83%

73%

67%

61%

5%

10%

10%

21%

22%

26%

Allowing more accessory dwellings such as
mother-in-law apartments

Constructing roads to access areas for new
housing development

Releasing more Borough lands for housing
development

Supporting tiny home development

Exploring public/private partnerships for
housing development

Granting tax breaks to developers

Supportive + Very Supportive Opposed + Very Opposed
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SUPPORT/OPPOSITION TO BOROUGH INITIATIVES

59%

53%

53%

51%

39%

33%

30%

37%

34%

37%

49%

56%

Funding the development of subdivisions

Allowing for an increase in building height

Increasing regulation of short-term housing
such as AirBnB

Zoning changes to allow more units per lot

Eliminating off-street parking requirements

Decreasing minimum lot sizes

Supportive + Very Supportive Opposed + Very Opposed
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